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Government Reform of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the chair of the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate. 

(D) INVESTIGATIONS OF COMPLAINTS OF EM-
PLOYEES AND MEMBERS.— 

(i) AUTHORITY.—The Inspector General may 
receive and investigate complaints or infor-
mation from an employee or member of the 
Transit Authority concerning the possible 
existence of an activity constituting a viola-
tion of law, rules, or regulations, or mis-
management, gross waste of funds, abuse of 
authority, or a substantial and specific dan-
ger to the public health and safety. 

(ii) NONDISCLOSURE.—The Inspector Gen-
eral shall not, after receipt of a complaint or 
information from an employee or member, 
disclose the identity of the employee or 
member without the consent of the employee 
or member, unless the Inspector General de-
termines such disclosure is unavoidable dur-
ing the course of the investigation. 

(iii) PROHIBITING RETALIATION.—An em-
ployee or member of the Transit Authority 
who has authority to take, direct others to 
take, recommend, or approve any personnel 
action, shall not, with respect to such au-
thority, take or threaten to take any action 
against any employee or member as a re-
prisal for making a complaint or disclosing 
information to the Inspector General, unless 
the complaint was made or the information 
disclosed with the knowledge that it was 
false or with willful disregard for its truth or 
falsity. 

(E) INDEPENDENCE IN CARRYING OUT DU-
TIES.—Neither the Board of Directors of the 
Transit Authority, the General Manager of 
the Transit Authority, nor any other mem-
ber or employee of the Transit Authority 
may prevent or prohibit the Inspector Gen-
eral from carrying out any of the duties or 
responsibilities assigned to the Inspector 
General under this subsection. 

(4) POWERS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General 

may exercise the same authorities with re-
spect to the Transit Authority as an Inspec-
tor General of an establishment may exer-
cise with respect to an establishment under 
section 6(a) of the Inspector General Act of 
1978 (5 U.S.C. App. 6(a)), other than para-
graphs (7), (8), and (9) of such section. 

(B) STAFF.— 
(i) ASSISTANT INSPECTOR GENERALS AND 

OTHER STAFF.—The Inspector General shall 
appoint and fix the pay of— 

(I) an Assistant Inspector General for Au-
dits, who shall be responsible for coordi-
nating the activities of the Inspector Gen-
eral relating to audits; 

(II) an Assistant Inspector General for In-
vestigations, who shall be responsible for co-
ordinating the activities of the Inspector 
General relating to investigations; and 

(III) such other personnel as the Inspector 
General considers appropriate. 

(ii) INDEPENDENCE IN APPOINTING STAFF.— 
No individual may carry out any of the du-
ties or responsibilities of the Office unless 
the individual is appointed by the Inspector 
General, or provides services procured by the 
Inspector General, pursuant to this subpara-
graph. Nothing in this clause may be con-
strued to prohibit the Inspector General 
from entering into a contract or other ar-
rangement for the provision of services 
under this subsection. 

(iii) APPLICABILITY OF TRANSIT SYSTEM PER-
SONNEL RULES.—None of the regulations gov-
erning the appointment and pay of employ-
ees of the Transit System shall apply with 
respect to the appointment and compensa-
tion of the personnel of the Office, except to 
the extent agreed to by the Inspector Gen-
eral. Nothing in the previous sentence may 
be construed to affect clauses (i) and (ii). 

(C) EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES.—The General 
Manager of the Transit Authority shall pro-
vide the Office with appropriate and ade-
quate office space, together with such equip-
ment, supplies, and communications facili-
ties and services as may be necessary for the 
operation of the Office, and shall provide 
necessary maintenance services for such of-
fice space and the equipment and facilities 
located therein. 

(5) TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS.—To the extent 
that any office or entity in the Transit Au-
thority prior to the appointment of the first 
Inspector General under this subsection car-
ried out any of the duties and responsibil-
ities assigned to the Inspector General under 
this subsection, the functions of such office 
or entity shall be transferred to the Office 
upon the appointment of the first Inspector 
General under this subsection. 

(d) STUDY AND REPORT BY COMPTROLLER 
GENERAL.— 

(1) STUDY.—The Comptroller General shall 
conduct a study on the use of the funds pro-
vided under section 18 of the National Cap-
ital Transportation Act of 1969 (as added by 
this section). 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General shall submit a report to 
the Committee on Government Reform of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate on the study 
conducted under paragraph (1). 

SA 3880. Mr. PRYOR (for Mr. BIDEN) 
proposed an amendment to the resolu-
tion S. Res. 279, expressing the sense of 
the Senate regarding the 125th anniver-
sary of the 1882 Treaty of Peace, 
Amity, Commerce and Navigation be-
tween the Kingdom and Chosun (Korea) 
and the United States; as follows: 

On page 4, strike lines 4 through 10 and in-
sert the following: 

‘‘(2) the economic relationship, high-
lighting the vibrancy and diversity of the 
common interests of the United States and 
the Republic of Korea, should be broadened 
and deepened;’’. 

On page 5, lines 4 and 5, strike ‘‘and sup-
port for peacekeeping’’ and insert ‘‘, support 
for peacekeeping, and protection of the envi-
ronment’’. 

SA 3881. Mr. PRYOR (for Mr. NELSON 
of Florida) proposed an amendment to 
the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 
53, condemning the kidnapping and 
hostage-taking of 3 United States citi-
zens for over 4 years by the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC), and demanding their imme-
diate and unconditional release; as fol-
lows: 

Strike ‘‘on July 25, 2003’’ and all that fol-
lows in the eighth whereas clause of the pre-
amble and insert ‘‘in a videotape seized by 
the Government of Colombia and aired on 
November 30, 2007;’’. 

SA 3882. Mr. PRYOR (for Mr. FEIN-
GOLD) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 2135, to prohibit the recruitment 
or use of child soldiers, to designate 
persons who recruit or use child sol-
diers as inadmissible aliens, to allow 
the deportation of persons who recruit 
or use child soldiers, and for other pur-
poses; as follows: 

On page 4, line 7, insert after ‘‘state-spon-
sored’’ the following: ‘‘, excluding any group 
assembled solely for non-violent political as-
sociation’’. 

SA 3883. Mr. PRYOR (for Mr. BIDEN) 
proposed an amendment to the resolu-
tion S. Res. 279, expressing the sense of 
the Senate regarding the 125th anniver-
sary of the 1882 Treaty of Peace, 
Amity, Commerce and Navigation be-
tween the Kingdom and Chosun (Korea) 
and the United States; as follows: 

On page 3, strike ‘‘Whereas the Free Trade 
Agreement’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘both countries;’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on December 18, 2007, at 10 a.m. 
in open session to consider the fol-
lowing nominations: Mary Beth Long 
to be Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for International Security Affairs; 
James Shinn to be Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Asian and Pacific Secu-
rity Affairs; Craig W. Duehring to be 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
for Manpower and Reserve Affairs; and 
John H. Gibson to be Assistant Sec-
retary of the Air Force for Financial 
Management. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, December 18, 2007, at 11 a.m., 
in room 253 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building, for the purpose of conducting 
a hearing. 

The Committee will be hearing from 
the following nominees: Francis 
Mulvey, Reappointment to be a Mem-
ber of the Surface Transportation 
Board (PN 1084); Denver Stutler, Jr., to 
be a Member of the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation Board of Direc-
tors (Amtrak) (PN 1047); Nancy A. 
Naples, to be a Member of the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation Board 
of Directors (Amtrak) (PN 1046); Thom-
as C. Carper, to be a Member of the Na-
tional Railroad Passenger Corporation 
Board of Directors (Amtrak) (PN 1045); 
and Carl T. Johnson, to be Adminis-
trator of the Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, De-
partment of Transportation (PN 1011). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, Trans-
portation be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
December 18, 2007, at 2:30 p.m., in room 
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing, for the purpose of conducting a 
hearing. 
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In light of the recent spill in San 

Francisco Bay, this hearing will exam-
ine the oil spill threats, risks, and 
vulnerabilities posed by large nontank 
vessels. Topics will include the preva-
lence and environmental impact of 
nontank vessel spills, the adequacy and 
enforcement of vessel response plans, 
the status of Coast Guard rulemakings, 
the adequacy of nontank liability lim-
its, and the allocation of Coast Guard 
and other Federal resources toward oil 
spill prevention, preparedness, and oil 
spill research and development in a 
post–9/11 world. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
December 18, 2008, at 10:30 a.m., In 
room SD366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. At this hearing, the Com-
mittee will hear testimony regarding 
the nomination of Jon Wellinghoff, to 
be a Member of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission for the term 
expiring June 30, 2013. (Reappoint-
ment). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
December 18, 2007, in room S–216 of the 
Capitol at a time to be determined in 
order to hold a business meeting to 
consider the following items: pending 
General Services Administration Reso-
lutions; S. 862, a bill to designate the 
Federal building located at 210 Walnut 
Street in Des Moines, Iowa, as the 
‘‘Neal Smith Federal Building,’’ S. 1189, 
a bill to designate the Federal building 
and U.S. Courthouse located at 100 East 
8th Avenue in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, as 
the ‘‘George Howard, Jr. Federal Build-
ing and United States Courthouse’’; 
and H.R. 735, a bill to designate the 
Federal building under construction at 
799 First Avenue in New York, New 
York, as the ‘‘Ronald H. Brown United 
States Mission to the United Nations 
Building’’. Pending nominations: Kris-
tine L. Svinicki, of Virginia, to be a 
Member of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission; Gregory B. Jaczko, of the 
District of Columbia, to be a Member 
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, December 18, 2007, at 3:30 
p.m. in order to consider the nomina-
tion of Steven H. Murdock to be Direc-

tor, U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate in order to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Executive Branch Nomina-
tions’’ on Tuesday, December 18, 2007 at 
10 a.m. in room SD–226 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. 

Witness List 

Ondray T. Harris, to be Director, 
Community Relations Service, Depart-
ment of Justice; David W. Hagy, to be 
Director of the National Institute of 
Justice, Department of Justice; Scott 
M. Burns, to be Deputy Director of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy, Executive 
Office of the President; Cynthia Dyer, 
to be Director of the Violence Against 
Women Office, Department of Justice; 
and Nathan J. Hochman, to be an As-
sistant Attorney General, Tax Divi-
sion, Department of Justice. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that a fellow in my of-
fice, Louis Bervid, be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of this ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

STATEMENTS IN TRIBUTE TO 
SENATOR LOTT 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the tributes to 
Senator LOTT in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD be printed as a Senate docu-
ment and that Senators be permitted 
to submit statements for inclusion in 
the RECORD until January 30, 2008. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL 
ADJOURNMENT OR RECESS OF 
THE HOUSE AND SENATE 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 61, the adjourn-
ment resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 61) 

providing for a conditional adjournment or 
recess of the Senate and a conditional ad-
journment of the House of Representatives. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to and the 

motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 61) was agreed to, as follows: 

S. CON. RES. 61 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate adjourns on any day from Tuesday, De-
cember 18, 2007, through Monday, December 
31, 2007, on a motion offered pursuant to this 
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader 
or his designee, it stand adjourned sine die, 
or until the time of any reassembly pursuant 
to section 3 of this concurrent resolution; 
and that when the House adjourns on any 
legislative day from Tuesday, December 18, 
2007, through Saturday, December 22, 2007, on 
a motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned sine die, or until 
the time of any reassembly pursuant to sec-
tion 3 of this concurrent resolution. 

SEC. 2. When the Senate recesses or ad-
journs on Thursday, January 3, 2008, on a 
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it shall stand recessed or adjourned 
until noon on Tuesday, January 22, 2008, or 
such other time on that day as may be speci-
fied in the motion to recess or adjourn, or 
until the time of any reassembly pursuant to 
section 3 of this concurrent resolution, 
whichever occurs first; and when the House 
adjourns on the legislative day of Thursday, 
January 3, 2008, on a motion offered pursuant 
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, it shall stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Tuesday, 
January 15, 2008, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 3 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 3. The Majority Leader of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
Senate and the Minority Leader of the 
House, shall notify Members of the Senate 
and the House, respectively, to reassemble at 
such a place and time as they may designate 
if, in their opinion, the public interest shall 
warrant it. 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1882 
TREATY OF PEACE, AMITY, COM-
MERCE AND NAVIGATION 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Foreign 
Relations committee be discharged 
from further consideration of S. Res. 
279 and that the Senate then proceed to 
its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 279) expressing the 

sense of the Senate regarding the 125th anni-
versary of the 1882 Treaty of Peace, Amity, 
Commerce and Navigation between the King-
dom of Chosun (Korea) and the United 
States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment at the desk be considered and 
agreed to, the resolution, as amended, 
be agreed to, the amendment to the 
preamble be agreed to, the preamble, 
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